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PREFATORY NOTE. 

The Department of Archives and History, established by act 
of the Legislature approved Feb, 27, 1901, and organized 
March 2, 1901, has not only vindicated the hopes of patriotic 
Alabamians, but it has also excited very general attention on the 
part of students and others interested in the wise and proper 
solution of the problems of State supported historical work. 
The example set by Alabama has been followed in Mississippi 
by similar legislation, and by intelligent agitation in many other 
States. The successful administration of the Department and 
its almost phenomenal record in accumulating materials, has 
encouraged the belief that such an agency is the very best and 
most satisfactory way of meeting the obligation due by the 
State to its archives (public records) and history. 

Owing to the general interest thus manifested, and in order 
to meet the many inquiries received, this Bulletin has been pre- 
pared. It contains an account of the establishment, growth, 
activities and aspirations of the Department, presented with 
considerable fullness and detail. It also contains lists of some 
of the more important accessions, and some expressions of 
commendation and congratulation received from historians and 
students. 

Montgomery, August i, 1904. 
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ACT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ESTABLISHING 

THE DEPARTMENT. 

(General Laws of Alabama, 190001, pp. 126-131.) 

No. 476. AN ACT S. 526. 

To Establish a De:partment of Archives and History for 
THE State of Alabama, to prescribe its functions and 

DUTIES, AND TO PROVIDE FOR ITS MAINTENANCE. 
DEPARTMENT ESTABLISHED, OBJECTS AND PURPOSES. 

Section i. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Ala- 
bama, That there is established for the State of Alabama a "De- 
partment of Archives and History," to be located in the State 
capitol in apartments to be set aside for its use by the Governor ; 
and the objects and purposes of the said Department are the 
care and custody of official archives, the collection of materials 
bearing upon the history of the State, and of the territory in- 
cluded therein, from the earliest times, the completion and pub- 
lication of the State's official records and other historical 
materials, thfe diffusion of knowledge in reference to the history 
and resources of the State, the encouragement of historical 
work and research, and the performance of such other acts and 
requirements as may be enjoined by law. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES, POWERS, AUTHORITY AND DUTIES. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, (i) That said Department 
shall be under the control of a board of nine trustees, one from 
each Congressional district, and the names of said trustees, 
with their particular terms of service, are as follows, viz : Peter 
J. Hamilton, for the First Congressional District, to serve two 
years ; Jefferson M. Falkner, for the Second District, to serve 
two years; W. D. Jelks, for the Third District, to serve two 
years; J. H. Johnson, for the Fourth District, to serve four 
years ; W. H. Blake, for the Fifth District, to serve four years ; 
Henry B. Foster, for the Sixth District, to serve four years; 
Oliver D. Street, for the Seventh District, to serve six years; 
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Act Establishing the Department. 3 

William Richardson, for the Eighth District, to serve six years ; 
and Samuel Will John, for the Ninth District, to serve six 
years, the beginning of the several terms of service for the pur- 
poses of this act to be January i, 1901. (2) The said board 
shall have the power and authority to fill all vacancies occur- 
ring therein, whether by expiration of term of service, or by 
death or resignation, but the names of all newly elected mem- 
bers shall be communicated to the next ensuing regular session 
of the State Senate for confirmation, and in case it shall reject 
any of the said newly elected trustees, it shall proceed forthwith 
to fill the vacancy, or vacancies, by an election. (3) All trustees 
appointed to succeed the present members or their successors 
whose respective terms shall have fully expired shall serve for 
a term of six years, and appointees to fill vacancies by death or 
resignation, shall only serve out the unexpired terms of their 
predecessors. (4) The said board shall, within ten days after 
the approval of this act, proceed to organize said Department. 
It shall hold at the State capitol at least one regular meeting 
during the year, and as many special meetings as may be neces- 
sary, and at said meetings five members shall constitute a quo- 
rum. (5) The Governor of the State shall be ex-officio a 
member of the said board, and he shall as far as possible, lend 
every encouragement to the success and upbuilding thereof. (6) 
The Director hereinafter provided shall be the secretary of the 
board. (7) The trustees shall receive no compensation for their 
services other than the amounts of their traveling expenses 
actually paid out while in attendance on the meetings of the 
board or on the business of the Department. (8) The said 
board is empowered to adopt rules for its own government, and 
also for the government of the Department ; to elect a Director, 
and to provide for the selection or appointment of other officials, 
or employes, as may be authorized ; to provide for the publica- 
tion of historical material pertaining to the State under the 
supervision of the Director ; to have the direction and control of 
the markihg of historic sites, or houses, and the exploration of 
prehistoric and Indian mounds and other remains existing in 
the State ; to control and expend such appropriations as may be 
made for the maintenance of the Department; and to do and 
perform such other acts and things as may be necessary to carry 
out the true intent and purpose of this act. 
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4 Department of Archives and History. 

THE DIRECTOR, POWERS AND DUTIES, SALARY. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, ( i ) That the Department 
shall be under the immediate management and control of a 
Director, to be elected by the board of trustees, whose term of 
service shall be six years, and until his successor is elected and 
qualified. (2) He shall take an oath of office as other public 
officials, and shall be commissioned in like manner. (3) He 
shall devote his time to the work of the Department, using his 
best endeavor to develop and build it up, so as to carry out the 
design of its creation, and shall receive for his services the sum 
of eighteen hundred ($1,800.00) dollars per annum, payable 
monthly, as other State officials, and a continuing appropriation 
for the said annual salary is hereby made. (4) He shall have" 
the control and direction of the work and operations of the De- 
partment, he shall preserve its collections, care for the official 
archives that may come into its custody, collect as far as possi- 
ble all materials bearing upon the history of the State and of 
the territory included therein, from the earliest times, prepare 
the biennial register hereinafter provided, diffuse knowledge in 
reference to the history and resources of the State ; and he is 
charged with the particular duty of gathering data concerning 
Alabama soldiers in the war between the States. (5) He shall 
make an annual report to the board of trustees, to be by them 
transmitted to the Governor, to be accompanied by such histori- 
cal papers and documents as may be deemed of importance by 
him, and the Director shall contract for the printing and bind- 
ing of the said Report, which shall be paid for as other public 
printing and binding. (6) He shall prepare for the press, con- 
tract for and supervise the publication of volume two of the 
Report of the Alabama History Commission, the said volume 
to be similar to volume one of said Report as to printing, paper 
and binding, and to be paid for out of the public printing fund 
to be available after October i, 1901. 

DEPOSITORY ^OR O^^ICIAL RECORDS. 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, That any State, County or 
other official is hereby authorized and empowered in his discre- 
tion to turn over to the Department for permanent preservation 
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therein any official books, records, documents, original papers, 
newspaper files, and printed books not in current use in their 
offices. When so surrendered copies therefrom shall be made 
and certified by the Director upon the application of any person 
interested, which certification shall have all the force and effect 
as if made by the officer originally in the custody of them and 
for which the same fees shall be charged, to be collected in 
advance. 

OFFICIAL AND STATISTICAL REGISTER. 

Section 5. Be it further enacted, That an official and sta- 
tistical register of the State of Alabama shall be compiled every 
two years by the Director, to contain : ( i ) brief sketches of the 
several State officials, the members of Congress from Alabama, 
the Supreme Court Judges, the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the State of Alabama; (2) rosters 
of all State and county officials; (3) lists of all State institu- 
tions, with officials; (4) State and county population and elec- 
tion statistics, (5) miscellaneous statistics; and said register 
shall be published in an edition of one thousand copies for free 
distribution, the printing and binding to be paid for as other 
printing and binding hereinbefore provided. 

ALABAMA WAR RECORDS. 

Section 6. Be it further enacted, That the Department is 
charged with the duty of making special effort to collect data 
in reference to soldiers from Alabama in the war between the 
States, both from the War Department at Washington, and also 
from priviate individuals, and to cause the same to be prepared 
for publication as speedily as possible! 

maintenance fund. 

Section 7. Be it further enacted. That in addition to the 
salary of the Director hereinabove appropriated, the sum of 
seven hundred ($700.00) dollars annually is hereby appropria- 
ted for the maintenance of the said Department, and the Audi- 
tor is hereby authorized to draw his warrant on the State Treas- 
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6 Department of Archives and History. 

urer for the whole or any part of the said amount, in such sums 
and in such manner as may be authorized by the board of trus- 
tees. All printing, blanks, circulars, notices, or forms, which 
may be needed for the use of the said Department, that may be 
embraced in class four of the public printing act, shall be exe- 
cuted by the public printer, and shall be paid for as other official 
work done by him. 

Approved February 27, 1901. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The Department of Archives and History is a separate de- 
partment of the State government, correlating the remaining 
departments of State, charged with a specific body of duties, 
and having a clear, wdl-defined and hitherto undeveloped field 
of operation. Created by a separate act of the Legislature, 
approved F'eb. 27, 1901, its constitution is to be found fully set 
forth therein. It is maintained through appropriations made in 
the act, and also by an appropriation contained in the general 
appropriation bill of Feb. 13, 1903. 

"The objects and purposes of the said Department are the 
care and custody of official archives, the collection of materials 
bearing upon the history of the State, and of the territory in- 
cluded therein, from the earliest times, the completion and 
publication of the State's official records and other historical 
materials, the diffusion of knowledge in reference to the history 
and resources of the State, the encouragement of historical work 
and research, and the performance of such other acts and 
requirements as may be enjoined by law." 

In order to systematically and clearly meet the requirements 
of the "objects and purposes" set forth in the act of establish- 
ment the work and activities of the department have been re- 
solved and grouped for administrative purposes, into Divisions 
as follows: (i) Administration; (2) Publication; (3) State 
and local archives; (4) Library; (5) Historical art gallery; 
(6) Museum; (7) Alabama war records; (8) Diffusion of 
knowledge in reference to the history and resources of the 
State; (9) The encouragement of historical work and re- 
search; and (10) Special activities. 

A full and detailed discussion of these groups follows here- 
inafter. 

WHAT IT IS, AND WHAT IT IS NOT. 

The design of the Department, as must be kept in mind, is to 
care for all of the activities due by the State to its archives 
(public records) and history. It is not intended to infringe 
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10 Department of Archives and History. 

upon the territory, or to perform the duties, directly or indirect- 
ly, legitimately in the province of the State or Supreme Court 
library, or of the several State officer?, or of the State Histor- 
ical Society. 

As hereinbefore stated it fills a hitherto unoccupied field. The 
duties devolved on it have never before been required by law. 
Indeed, no existing State office or institution, under its 
present constitution and equipment, could satisfactorily perform 
the several and multifarious acts required to carry out the ob- 
jects and purposes enjoined in the act of establishment. The 
State and Supreme Court library is charged with the duty of 
collecting and preserving books as such, principally for the use 
of the Supreme Court and its bar. The several State offices, 
departments and boards are concerned with duties relating to 
new and current subjects, and with the accumulations of the 
large body of records in their offices from year to year they do 
not have time to deal. The Alabama Historical Society has 
never been sufficiently strong or cohesive to accomplish the 
historical work normally expected of it, and besides it has never 
had permanent headquarters. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The administration of the Department is simple. Its head- 
quarters are in the State capitol. It is under the control of a 
board of nine trustees, whose powers and duties are supervis- 
ory. The board holds an annual meeting and is self -perpetuat- 
ing. The "immediate management and control" is vested in a 
Director, who is elected by the board for a term of six years. 
He is qualified and commissioned as other State officers. He 
is as completely and fully in control of the work of his office as 
any other official in the State employ. 

A maintenance fund is provided, out of which necessary 
clerical help is paid, and expenses of postage, express, freight 
and drayage, binding, the purchase of books and other articles 
are met. 
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I. ORGANIZATION AND ADMIN- 
ISTRATION. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

Realizing the importance of wisely and properly embarking 
the Department on its valuable work, the Legislature devised a 
scheme of administration through a self -perpetuating board of 
trustees. This method of administration is not new but its 
direct application to a State office has never before been known 
in Alabama. There are nine trustees, one for each Congres- 
sional district. The board is sub-divided into three groups. 
The trustees each serve for a term of six years. The Governor 
is ex-officio a member of the board, and he is particularly 
charged with the duty of lending every encouragement possible 
to its success and upbuilding. The Director is the secretary of 
the board. 

In accordance with the act the board met on March 2, 1901, 
in the private office of the Governor, and proceeded to the or- 
ganization of the Department by the adoption of regulations for 
its government, and by the election of a Director. Regular an- 
nual meetings of the board have since been held on Oct. I, 1901, 
Oct. 7, 1902, and Oct. i, 1903. For their services the trustees 
receive no compensation, but they are allowed their "traveling 
expenses actually paid put while in attendance on the meeting? 
of the board or on the business of the Department." 

In the practical operations of the Department the work of the 
board is of course supervisory. This is, however, of the most 
thorough and exacting character. The entire policy of develop- 
ment and growth has been the result of the most careful and 
sympathetic cooperation between the board and the Director. 

The general powers and duties of the board are set forth in 
the act as follows : 

"To adopt rules for its own government, and also ior the 
government of the Department ; to elect a Director, and to pro- 
vide for the selection or appointment of other officials, or em- 
ployes, as may be authorized ; to provide for the publication of 

(11) 
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historical material pertaining to the State under the supervision 
of the Director ; to have the direction and control of the marking 
of historic sites, or houses, and the exploration of prehistoric 
and Indian mounds and other remains existing in the State ; to 
control and expend such appropriations as may be made for the 
maintenance of the Department; and to do and perform such 
other acts and things as may be necessary to carry out the true 
intent and purpose of this act." 

THE DIRECTOR. 

The Department is "under the immediate management and 
control of a Director," who must take an oath and be commis- 
sioned as other State officials. His term of office is six years, 
the same length as the term of the judges of the State. The 
duties of the Director are comprehensively set forth in the act 
as follows: 

*'He shall devote his time to the work of the Department, 
using his best endeavor to develop and build it up, so as to carry 
out the design of its creation, and shall receive for his services 
the sum of eighteen hundred ($1,800.00) dollars per annum, 
payable monthly, as other State officials, and a continuing appro- 
priation for the said annual salary is hereby made. 

"He shall have the control and direction of the work and 
operations of the Department, he shall preserve its collections, 
care for the official archives that may come into its custody, 
collect as far as possible all materials bearing upon the history 
of the State and of the territory included therein, from the 
earliest times, prepare the biennial register hereinafter provid- 
ed, diffuse knowledge in reference to the history and resources 
of the State; and he is charged with the particular duty of 
gathering data concerning Alabama soldiers in the war between 
the States. 

"He shall make an annual report to the board of trustees, to 
be by them transmitted to the Governor, to be accompanied by 
such historical papers and documents as may be deemed of im- 
portance by him, and the Director shall contract for the print- 
ing and binding of the said Report, which shall be paid for as 
other public printing and binding." 
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Organization and Administration. 13 

On the organization of the Department at its first meeting, 
March 2, 1901, Thomas McAdory Owen, then of Birmingham, 
Jefferson county, Ala., was elected the first Director, and at once 
entered upon his duties. 

CLERICAL HELP. 

The clerical help of the Department consists of one editorial 
assistant and one stenographer, the former dating from June 
15, 1901, and the latter from Oct. i, 1901. These are appointed 
by the Director, who fixes their compensation. Since Feb. i, 
1904, under Department direction and for its use, an editorial 
assistant has been engaged in the preparation of a "History of 
the Choctaw Indians." 

O^^ICE BOOKS. 

In the Department work the following administrative records 
are kept : Accession Register of Books ; Accession Register of 
Relics and all other items received ; Register of Donors ; Manu- 
script Minute Book of the Meetings of the Board of Trustees, 
and an Account of the Expenditure of the Department Main- 
tenance Fund. 

OFFICE AND ROOMS. 

From the beginning the Department has labored under the 
most serious disadvantages resulting from altogether inade- 
quate quarters. Under the act it is required "to be located in 
the State capitol in apartments to be set aside for its use by the 
Governor." All other available space being already occupied, 
after conference with the Governor, the small office, known 
familiarly as the Senate cloak room, was chosen as the business 
office of the Director. Provision for furniture, limited cabinets, 
and shelving followed. The historical art gallery and museum 
are placed on exhibition in the Senate chamber, while the rapid 
accumulation of valuable materials of every description has 
filled all neighboring space. The Senate gallery has recently 
been brought into requisition for the overflow of books and files. 

(18) 



14 Department of Archives and History. 

MAINTENANCE I^UND. 

Under Section 7 of the act of estabHshment seven hundred 
dollars annually was appropriated "for the maintenance" of the 
Department. At the session of the Legislature, two years later, 
the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars was voted for "main- 
tenance." Under resolution of the trustees the expenditure of 
this fund is controlled by the Director. Requisitions are drawn 
on the State Auditor, who in turn issues a warrant on the State 
Treasurer therefor. Vouchers to cover all amounts are taken 
and carefully preserved by the Director. His accounts are 
carefully examined and reviewed by the auditing committee of 
the board of trustees each year. They are also examined by the 
Examiner of Public Accounts. The following are the subjects 
of the several expenditures: Clerical help, books, binding, 
extra printing, stamps, express, freight, drayage, furniture and 
a few miscellaneous items. 

PRINTING. 

The expense for printing the "Official and Statistical Regis- 
ter" and the "Reports" of the Director are borne by the general 
printing fund. Miscellaneous printing is provided for as 
follows : 

"All printing, blanks, circulars, notices, or forms, which may 
be needed for the use of the said Department, that may be em- 
braced in class four of the public printing act, shall be executed 
by the public printer, and shall be paid for as other official work 
done bv him." 
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II. PUBLICATION. 



Specific direction is made for the publication of a Report of 
the Director, and an Official and Statistical Register, the latter 
to be issued prior to each session of the Legislature. Provision 
is further made for "the completion and publication of the 
State's official records and other historical materials," and also 
for the collection for publication, of data in reference to Ala- 
bamsa soldiers in the war between the States. 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR. 

The Report of the Director is intended to embrace a detailed 
account of the business and the administration of the Depart- 
ment for the period covered, including the formal report made 
by the Director to the trustees, minutes of the meetings of the 
board of trustees, and classified lists of donations). It is to be 
accompanied by such "historical papers and documents" as the 
Director may deem of importance. It is designed that these 
Reports shall be of the highest permanent value. 

OFFICIAL AND STATISTICAL REGISTER. 

The first issue of the Official and Statistical Register ap- 
peared in the spring of 1903 (8vo. pp. 326.) It met a favorable 
reception everywhere, and has proven a most valuable and use- 
ful statistical compilation. The importance of this publication is 
manifest, even on the slightest reflection. It has not only a 
present value, but with the passing of the years it will be looked 
to as a partial source at least for the history of the times. The 
absence of such compilations for our previous existence as a 
State only serves to emphasize the necessity for now undertak- 
ing what has been too sadly neglected. The book contains " ( i ) 
brief sketches of the several State officials, the members of 
Congress from Alabama, the Supreme Court judges, the mem- 
bers of the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Alabama, (2) rosters of all State and County officials, (3) 
lists of all State institutions, with officials, (4) State and County 
population and election statistics, and (5) miscellaneous statis- 
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tics." In addition to the foregoing the issue for 1903 contains 
lists of the members of the several Constitutional Conventions 
of Alabama, 1819, 1861, 1865, 1867, 1875, ^90iy and a bibliog- 
phy of all of their known publications. 

STATE PAPERS. 

Based on the provisional list contained in the Report of the 
Alabama History Commission (1901), pp. 38-40, a scheme has 
been projected for the preparation and publication of a collec- 
tion of the "State's official records." Satisfactory progress has 
been made in the compilation, and several volumes of the series 
are practically ready for the printer. Arrangements have been 
perfected for securing necessary transcripts from Foreign ar- 
chives, and also from Federal collections and the archives of 
adjacent States. The character of this collection is thus defined 
in the Report, supra : 

"These [volumes of State papers] should embrace in full all 
of the documentary material beairing on all parts of its [the 
State] history and development from the first discovery of its 
territory. Historical students want nothing less than full com- 
pilations of all original materials. Several States have already 
responded to this demand in respect to their records, and have 
made liberal expenditures. To do this is a debt due by the State 
of Alabama to its history and to its own and general students." 

The list of volumes in the series is as follows : 

Volume I. — Fundamental charters, proclamations, acts of 
Congress, and constitutions, which affect the territory now em- 
braced in Alabama, from the earliest times to the present. 

Volume n. — ^Documents and papers connected with Spanish 
explorations and' occupation of what is no\v Alabama. 150?" 

1813. 
Volumie ni. — ^Documents and papers connected with French 

occupation. 1699-1763. 

Volume IV. — ^Documents and papers connected with English 
occupation. 1763- 1783. 

Volume V. — Mississippi and Alabama territorial documents. 

1798-1819. 

Volume VI. — Governors' messages. 1818-1904. 

Volume VII. — Miscellaneous State documents: Banks and 
Finance, University, Schools, Boundaries, Indians, Interna) 
Improvements, Slavery, etc., etc. 1818-1900. 
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Volume VIII. — Census and population statistics. 1800-1900. 

Volume IX. — Official 'register. 1800- 1900. [To include 
full rosters of all State and County officials.] 

Volume X. — Counties and county boundaries. 1800- 1900. 
[To include in full all acts creating, or changing names, estab- 
lishing or changing county sites, or altering boundaries.] 

Volume XL — Abstracts of the records of the counties of Ala- 
bama, 1800 to 1819. [To include early deeds, wills, marriage 
records, etc.] 

Volume XII. — War records. [To embrace (i) a reprint of 
the rolls of Revolutionary pensioners who lived in Alabama; 
(2) Rosters of commands from Mississippi, Georgia, Tennes- 
see, North Carolina, and South Carolina, who served in the 
Creek War, 1813-1814; (3) Rosters and documents of the In- 
dian Wars, 1832-1842; (4) Rosters and documents pertaining 
to Alabamians in the Texas Wars ; ( 5 ) Rosters of Alabamians 
in the Mexican War; (6) Documentary records of Alabama 
in the War between the States ; and (7) Rosters and documents 
of Alabama commands in the Spanish- American War. 

MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS. 

In addition to the foregoing, an elastic provision is made for 
the publication of "other historical materials." In accordance 
therewith much miscellaneous material of value will, from 
time to time, be published. For inclusion in this miscellaneous 
class an Alabama Local History collection is being brought 
together. It will embrace reminiscent and historical articles of 
value which have appeared in newfspapers and periodicals, relat- 
ing to counties and towns or other local areas in the State. At 
present these articles are hid away and inaccessible to students. 
It has been with the very greatest difficulty that many of them 
have been located. W^hen published they will form the basis 
for further local historical work. They will show too that our 
people are proud of their history, and that much more has been 
preserved than is popularly believed. 

BULLETINS AND CIRCULARS. 

In connection with the administration of the Department 
occasional "Bulletins" and "Circulars" are issued. This publi- 
cation is the first of the former seri^. They are for use in dif- 
fusing information, and the development of Department activi- 
ties. 

(17) 



III. STATE AN D LOCAL ARCHIVES. 



The official manuscript books, records, documents, letters and 
files of the State, as contained in its several offices, departments 
and boards, are technically the State archives. These are of the 
highest value to the historian. They also have a great practical 
value for business purposes, as oftentimes large property as 
well as delicate personal interests are dependent upon them. 
Since the formation of the territorial government in 1817, 
these records have normally accumulated in large numbers, and 
with the multiplication of offices they have still further increas- 
ed. With limited office room and with the necessity for all 
available space for current business purposes, the early official 
records have in many cases been neglected, and in some in- 
stances have been destroyed. No officer, or administration, is 
chargeable with this neglect, indifference, and inattention. 

In order to remedy the evil and to avoid further losses, the 
legislature, in establishing this Department, not only charged it 
with "the care and custody of official archives," but embodied 
the word "Archives" in the Department designation or title 
itself, thus evidencing its profound interest in the subject. The 
Department is, therefore, for practical purposes, in part a hall 
of records. Its importance, dignity and practical value to the 
people of the State becomes more than ever manifest. 

The words "official archives" are properly construed to mean 
only the manuscript books, records, documents, letters and files 
not in current use. The offices, departments and boards includ- 
ed are the governor, the secretary of State, the auditor, the treas- 
urer, the attorney-general, the superintendent of education, the 
adjutant-general, the commissioner of agriculture and indus- 
tries, the convict bureau, the State board of health, the railroad 
commission, etc., etc. 

In the Report of the Alabama History Cammission (Miscel- 
laneous Collections of the Alabama Historical Society, vol. i), 
1901, pp. 87-114, wtas given as full an account of the State 
archives as could then be compiled. This compilation was made 
in 1900, and does not purport to be exhaustive. The lists and 
indications there given have been materially enlarged, and still 
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further enlargements are anticipated when the collections have 
been thoroughly explored. 

The most interesting and valuable of the State official records 
are those originally preserved in the chief executive department, 
and the offices of the secretary of State, the auditor, the treas- 
urer and the adjutant-general. These consist of correspondence 
received, letter-press copy books, legislative records, constitu- 
tional convention records, elections, census returns, pardons, 
land records and maps, civil official registers, bonds, incorpora- 
tions, military registers, pension records, vouchers, records of 
Alabama troops in the Indian troubles, 1836, the Mexican War, 
1847, ^^^ the War between the States, etc., etc. 

In the "care" enjoined, the plan of the Department involves 
the assortment, arrangement, labeling, filing, indexing and cata- 
loguing of the entire body of the records committed to its "cus- 
tody." They are thus made easily available for use, consulta- 
tion and transcription by students, lawyers, business men and 
others who may have occasion to consult them. 

COUNTY RECORDS. 

The act of establishnnent provides (Section 4) that "any 
State, County or other official is hereby authorized and empow- 
ered in his discretion to turn over to the Department for perma- 
nent preservation therein any official books, records, documents, 
original papers, newspaper files, and printed books not in current 
use in their offices." Some rare and valuable books and files 
have been collected under this authorization, but owing to lack 
of space no special effort has as yet been made to systematically 
bring together the materials contemplated in this provision. 



IV. LIBRARY. 



BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 

Within the scope of "materials bearing upon the history of 
the State, and of the territory included therein from the earliest 
times," printed sources have been regarded as of first impor- 
tance. From its inception, therefore, every energy possible has 
been devoted to building up a representative collection of books. 
At the annual meeting of the board of trustees of the Depart- 
ment, Oct. I, 1903, the work of the Director in this behalf was 
commended and a resolution was adopted, looking to larger 
growth and expansion, in which he was authorized to "use all 
possible effort and means in enlarging the strength and scope 
of the library." 

Practically no limit has been put upon the materials held 
suitable for preservation. The history of Alabama and of her 
people and institutions cannot be understood and interpreted 
aright save through the annals of the older States of the Union, 
and through the histories of those nations who at varous times 
held sway over her territory. Her civilization, her institutions, 
and her people spring from the former and, through them, still 
further back, from the mother nations beyond the sea. 

Special collections are being made in the following fields : the 
American Indians, the War of the Revolution, the South, An- 
tiquities and Archaeology, Education, Travel, the Negro, 
American Biography and Genealogy, the War between the 
United States and the Confederate States, State and local his- 
tory, and Census documents. 

Of purely local materials, effort is directed to the preserva- 
tion of everything relating even remotely in any way to Ala- 
bama, its institutions, or its people. These materials may be 
roughly classed as 

(i) All books whatever, relating to the State, or any part 
of its history. 

(2) All writings of Alabama authors. 

(3) Official and legislative documents, reports, circulars, 

bulletins, etc., etc. 
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(4) Municipal or local documents, reports, etc. 

(5) Religious and church documents and literature. 

(6) Literature of all benevolent institutions — as the Masons, 
etc. 

(7) Educational reports, catalogues, announcements, circu- 
lars, and other documents. 

While the collection of Alabama local materials, included in 
the foregoing list, is far from complete, it already embraces 
several hundred documents and is far ahead of any general or 
special collection elsewhere in the State. Yet it is only a begin- 
ning. It will take years to retrieve what has been lost by the 
neglect and carelessness of the past. 

The number of books in the collection, written by Alabam- 
ians, is quite large. Usually all of our authors promptly res- 
pond to appeals for copies of their writings. 

Many interesting additions have come as gifts or by exchange, 
particularly pamphlets and rare local works. The more valuable 
general items, however, have been secured through sale cata- 
logues, and book auctions. 

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS. 

The current history of the State in all its aspects, is to be 
found more completely and fully, and in greater detail, in the 
newspapers of the times than anywhere else. It has therefore 
been deemed particularly important to preserve a complete file 
of every newspaper currently published in the State. In res- 
ponse to requests therefor, publishers have been very obliging, 
and almost all have responded. The Department is now re- 
ceiving about two hundred dailies, weeklies, and irregular issues 
of the State press. In order to increase the strength of the 
collection the Department subscribes for a number of important 
newspapers ajid periodicals published out of the State; and 
others are received by exchange. All are carefully arranged, 
and are immediately available for use. Dailies are bound in 
two to four books to the year, and weeklies, three years in one 
book. 

The fourth section of the act of establishment expressly 
authorizes county officials to deposit with the Department any 
newspaper files preserved in their offices. Under this authori- 
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zation the files of the counties of Escambia, Jefferson, Mobile 
and Montgomery have been received. As soon as adequate 
quarters are secured others will be deposited. 

The number of early files which have been brought together 
is gratifyingly large. In the collection are several files running 
consecutively through a long period, and some date prior to the 
admission of the State into the Union in 1819. There are four 
or five approximately full files for the years 1861 to 1865. De- 
partment Bulletin No. 3, now in preparation, is a "Check List 
of newspaper and periodical files in the Department." Over 
seven hundred and fifty bound books and several hundred rare 
single issues are listed. 

MANUSCRIPTS. 

Students have long recognized the very great value of the 
manuscripts, papers and correspondence of public men and 
prominent actors in business and political aflfairs. The discovery 
of such material serves to add to the stock of historical data, as 
well as to correct errors and to add details. Manuscripts of this 
character are to be distinguished from the documentary material 
in State, county and municipal archives. The Department has 
made persistent appeals to families and others having old letters 
and manuscripts, to deposit them in its collections for historical 
purposes, and also for better preservation. The response has 
not been general, but it is sufficiently so to demonstrate the 
importance of the effort. Of several hundred manuscripts re- 
ceived, the following list contains some of the more important 
groups, in addition to the special collections hereinafter noted, 
viz: 

Copy of the commonly designated "Stiggins Manuscript," a 
history of the Creek Indians, compiled by George Stiggins, the 
original being in the Draper MSS. in the Wisconsin State His- 
torical Society, Madison. 

Diary for 1862, kept by Alpheus Baker, brigadier-general 
from Alabama, C. S. A. 

Original manuscript of Dr. J. Marion Sims's Story of My 
Life, (1886.) 

Military papers of James Jackson, colonel 47th Alabama 
Regiment, C. S. A. • 

Papers of Gen. Ira Foster. 
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Papers of Gen. Elisha Y. Fair. 

Manuscript Journal of James A. Tait in the Creek War, 
1813-1814. 

Military papers of James F. Waddell, major of artillery, C. 
S.A. 

Military papers of Moses Wright Hannon, brigadier-general 
from Alabama, C. S. A. 

Military papers of Zach C. Deas, brigadier-general from Ala- 
bama, C. S. A. 

Original order of Gen. Rosecrans, U. S. A., May 24, 1863. 

Papers of Thomas B. Cooper, State senator and political 
leader. 

Manuscripts and papers, of Hon. Boiling Hall, M. C. from 
Ga., 181.1-1817, also of his son Boiling Hall, and of Boiling 
Hall, Jr., (col. sgth Alabama regiment, C. S. A.) 

Manuscript volume, containing orders, etc., of Gen. W. H. 
Jackson's Cavalry Division, C. S. A., 1863- 1864. 

Papers of Thomas Malone, an early settler and official of 
Alabama. 

Manuscript minutes of the Lowndes circuit, Alabama confer- 
ence, Methodist Protestant Church, 1867-1879. 

Papers of Col. Gilbert Christian Russell, soldier in the Creek 
War, and early settler in Alabama. 

Military papers of James D. Webb, col. 51st Alabama regi- 
ment, C. S. A. 

Original manuscript of the farewell address of Col. John T. 
Morgan to the 51st Alabama regiment, C. S. A., on his promo- 
tion as brigadier-general, 1863. 

Collection of about one hundred autograph letters, received by 
Miss Louise Manly in the preparation of her work on Southern 
Literature (1895-1900). 

Letters of Thomas D. and Virginia (Powell) Clarke, 1837- 
1849. 

Original commission of Sutton S. Scott, "Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs," C. S. A., dated Feb. 26, 1863. 

Old record book of the Jackson (Alabama) Town Company, 
1815-1817. 

A bound volume of President's autographs, containing letters 
of all the presidents of the United States from George Wash- 
ington to Theodore Roosevelt. 

Papers of William Wirt Allen, major-general from Alabama, 
C. S. A., and late of Montgomery, consisting of more than two 
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hundred original manuscript orders, reports, letters, notes and 
other documents relating to his several commands, also thirty 
original manuscript and other maps of the War period, and six 
printed orders. 

MAPS AND CHARTS. 

The opportunity to secure many additions to this branch of the 
library has been limited. A good beginning, however, has been 
made, and several atlases, wall maps and original manuscript 
maps have been secured. Apart from the original unpublished 
maps noted below, the most valuable in the collection is a copy 
of La Tourrette's first Map of Alabama (1838), in almost per- 
fect condition. The Department proposes to secure copies of 
early French, Spanish and British maps, also all State maps, 
and maps of districts, counties, and towns. Some of its manu- 
script maps in addition to original maps among the land records, 
are the following : 

Drawing of Fort Morgan, by Julius H. Bayol, Feb. 12, 1861. 

Original manuscript map of the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, 
March 27, 1814. 

Original manuscript map of the Battle of Talladega, Nov. 
9, 1813. 

Manuscript map (blue print) of Old St. Stephens, Ala. 

Original map of Cahaba, first capital of Alabama, 1818. 

Original map or drawing of Fort Mims, 181 3. 

Original map of the old town of Autaugaville, Ala. 

About thirty original manuscript and other maps of the War 
period, 1861-1865. 

Large blue print copy of the Bernard Romans' Map of 1772. 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS. 
Yancey Manuscripts and Papers. 

Possibly the greatest evidence yet given of confidence in the 
growth of the Department has been shown by the family of 
William L. Yancey in the presentation by them of all his manu- 
scripts and papers. In a .general way these may be said to 
embrace several large scrap-books, filled with personal and polit- 
ical data for the whole period of his life, several bound files 
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of newspapers, bound volumes of his speeches and addresses, 
and a number of manuscript letters and documents. Included in 
the collection are a number of relics. A life-size oil portrait was 
contributed by his only daughter, Mrs. Mary (Yancey) Harrell, 
late of Birmingham. 

CuBRY Collection. 

The most important gift of books and documents yet received 
is practically the whole of the large private library of the late 
Dr. J. L. M. Curry, consisting of about one hundred and fifty 
volumes of pamphlets, and special collections of books on South- 
ern history, education, and the negro. The pamphlets are the 
gift of his son, Capt. Walker Curry, while the remainder of the 
collection was presented by Mrs. Alice (Thomas) Connally, the 
representative of the estate of her sister, Mrs. Curry. Mrs. 
Connally also included in the donation a volume of the auto- 
graphs of the presidents of the United States, several personal 
relics of Dr. Curry, and a most excellent life-size oil portrait. 
The importance and value of the pamphlet collection, comprising 
substantially twenty-five hundred separate pieces cannot be too 
strongly emphasized. 

Remnant of Pickett Historical Library. 

Every one will agree in the high estimate which should be 
placed on Col. Albert J. Pickett as Alabama's principal historian. 
An unusual interest attaches to his life, the inception and prog- 
ress of his historical studies, and to everything said or done by 
him. For a special Pickett collection, the Department has been 
able to secure about sixty volumes, all of which were used by 
him in the preparation of his History of Alabama, (1851.) 
Apart from the intrinsic value of these books, they have a sen- 
timental value to which lovers of history cannot be insensible. 
Col. M. L. Woods, a son-in-law of Col. Pickett, has added a 
number of old original letters and papers. Among the latter 
are several written from Charleston during the time Col. Pick- 
ett was there, superintending the publication of his work. In 
the latter gift are also original drawings of maps of Fort Mims 
and of the old town of Autaugaville, Ala. 
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Meek Collection. 

William C. Meek, Esq., of Columbus, Miss., has enriched the 
Department collections by the gift of several interesting articles 
relating to his uncle, the late Judge A. B. Meek. The principal 
item is an unpublished "History of Alabama,'' left unfinished 
by Judge Meek at the time of his death in 1865. He was the 
earliest student of Alabama history, contributing a series of 
historical sketches to the Southron, published in Tuscaloosa, 
as early as 1839. ^^^ manuscript referred to is in excellent con- 
dition, and the narrative is practically complete from the earliest 
times to about 18 19. Included in the donation are also several 
manuscript poems, and other literary manuscripts and scrap- 
books of Judge Meek, an excellent life-size oil portrait, the sword 
carried by him in the Creek and Seminole Wars of 1836, and a 
lot of newspaper files preserved by him. 

Lewis Manuscripts. 

The manuscripts and papers of William Terrell Lewis, lat6 
of Louisville, Winston county. Miss., secured for the Depart- 
ment through the interposition and assistance of Prof. Henry S. 
Halbert, is a rich collection of genealogical material. Mr. Lewis 
began a correspondence, lasting fifty years, with various parties 
in the United States, especially in the South, on genealogical 
and historical subjects. During the course of a long life this 
correspondence had become quite voluminous and every letter 
was carefully preserved by him. He corresponded with 
Dr. Lyman C. Draper, with Col. J. F. H. Claiborne, 
Generals Wm. Barksdale and John A. Quitman, of Mis- 
sissippi and with many eminent citizens of Virginia, the 
Carolinas, Tennessee, Kentucky and Alabama. This cor- 
respondence, an historic mine, will be of incalculable 
service to students of the historv of Southern families. The 
correspondence extends from about 1834 to 1891. 
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V. HISTORICAL ART GALLERY. 



The collection of a gallery of representative portraits, views 
and likenesses of persons and scenes in Alabama history has 
been one of the conspicuous forms of Department activity. 

The oil paintings, crayons, views, and photographs already 
brought together have far exceeded the most sanguine expecta- 
tions. These number several hundred, and, placed on exhibi- 
tion in the Senate chamber, form one of the most attractive 
features of interest in the historic old capitol. In the collection 
are some specimens from the masters. Collections of photo- 
graphs are being made of the members of the Alabama consti- 
tutional conventions of 1819, 1861, 1865, 1867, 1875 and 1901, 
also of all the principal officers of Alabama commands in the war 
between the States, also of Alabama historians, scientists, finan- 
ciers, novelists, poets, industrial leaders, educators, journalists, 
political leaders, etc., etc. 

Effort is directed to securing the following general classes 
for exhibition and permanent preservation, viz : (i) Likeness- 
es of all persons prominent in Alabama history as well as of all 
prominent persons; (2) Drawings or photographs of historic 
localities, historic houses, and beautiful or picturesque scenery 
in the State; (3) Collections of engravings and art volumes; 
(4) Statuary, bronzes, etc., of any subject; (5) Valuable 
paintings, or drawings, of any subject. 

OIL PORTRAITS. 

The list below embraces the collection of oil portraits only: 

William Wirt Allen, major-general, C. S. A.; 

Dr. S. Ames, physician and surgeon ; 

James Osgood Andrew, bishop of M. E. Church, South ; 

Mrs. Caroline (Bird) Beeman (2nd marriage), mother of 
William L. Yancey; 

Dr. Nathan Bozeman, physician and surgeon ; 

Braxton Bragg, general, C. S. A. ; 

M. J. Bulger, brigadier-general, C. S. A. : 

E. C. Bullock, journalist, and colonel i8th Ala. regiment, C. 
o. A. ; 
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James Holt Clan ton, brigadier-general, C. S. A. ; 

Henry DeLamar Clayton, major-general, C. S. A. ; 

William Cooper, lawyer ; 

William Crawford, second federal judge in Alabama; 

Mrs. William Crawford, his wife ; 

Oliver Fitts, superior court judge, Miss. Territory; 

Benjamin Fitzpatrick, governor and U. S. senator; 

I sham Warren Garrott, brigadier-general, C. S. A. ; 

Dr. Lafayette Guild, medical director, Army of N. Va. ; 

Henry W. Hilliard, political leader, member of Congress ; 

George S. Houston, member of Congress, governor and U. S, 
senator ; 

Robert Jemison, Confederate States senator ; 

Ephraim Kirby, first superior court judge in what is now Ala- 
bama, 1804; 

Robert Fulwood Ligon, lieutenant-governor of Alabama; 

Tennent Lomax, brigadier-general, C. S. A. ; 

Tennent Lomax, Jr., lawyer and political leader ; 

Col. John McKee, Indian agent and member of Congress. 

William D. Martin, member of Congress from S. C. ; 

Alexander B. Meek, poet, jurist and historian; 

John T. Milner, "captain of industry ;" 

Edward H. Moren, lieutenant-governor of Alabama; 

J. T. Morgan, brigadier-general, C. S. A., and U. S. senator; 

Charles T. Pollard, "captain of industry ;" 

James R. Powell, "Duke of Birmingham ;" 

E. W. Pettus, brigadier-general, C. S. A., and U. S. senator; 

Francis Leigh Pettus, lawyer and political leader ; 

Howell Rose, political leader and business man ; 

Reuben Saffold, chief justice of Alabama ; 

Mrs. Reuben Saffold, his wife ; 

John Caldwell Calhoun Sanders, brigadier-general, C. S. A. ; 

Emma Sansom, Alabama girl heroine, 1863; 

Winthrop Sargent, first governor of the Mississippi Territory ; 

John Gill Shorter, war governor of Alabama, 1861-1863; 

Dr. J. Marion Sims, physician and surgeon ; 

Henry M. Tarrant, early settler in Jefferson county, 1819; 

L. P. Walker, first Confederate States secretary of war ; 

Dr. John Allan Wyeth, physician and surgeon ; 

William L. Yancey, distinguished political leader, member of 
Congress, and Confederate States senator. 
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VI. MUSEUM. 



The installation of a museum is appropriately considered as 
embraced in the scope of the duties and activities of the Depart- 
ment. While attractive as a mere exhibition of rare and curious 
objects of an antiquarian character for the entertainment of 
visitors, the plan projected is designed and is being developed 
as a part of a comprehensive collection of historical materials. 
Apart from the obligation due the past to preserve its memorials, 
such things are in themselves of the greatest value as illustrat- 
ing the times of which they are the surviving evidences. So 
comprehensive is the Department plan that the collection to be 
built up is designed to embrace each and every object or article 
which properly comes within the scope of museum collection. 
These include among other things : 

( 1 ) Relics of pioneers and pioneer life, as articles of dress, 
implements of labor, implements of the chase, and household 
furnishings. 

(2) Relics and personal belongings of eminent Alabamians, 
as library desks or tables, chairs, knives, dirks, dueling pistols 
or other fire arms, stock, knee or shoe-buckles, drinking cups, 
watches, chains, snuff-boxes and canes. 

(3) War relics, as uniforms, swords, arms and equipment. 
This includes all wars of the United States, for there are known 
to be a number of Revolutionary relics in Alabama. 

(4) Indian relics, as pottery, weapons of all kinds, personal 
ornaments, specimens of modem Indian handicraft. 

( 5 ) Modem work, when specially notable from being unique 
in design, or the first of a class of article manufactured or intro- 
duced. 

VALUABLE RELICS. 

Some of the articles in the Department Museum collection are 
the following : 

An old Spanish or French cannon, date unknown, but sup- 
posed to be about the i6th century. 
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Old French brick, taken from the powder magazine of old 
Fort Louis de la Mobile, erected in 1702. 

An old cannon, brought by Bienville to Fort Toulouse in 1714. 

Old flint and steel gun, used in the War of the Revolution. 

Sword, used by members of the Evans family in the War of 
18 1 2, the Mexican War, and the War between the States. 

Small sword carried by Judge Alexander B. Meek as an en- 
sign in the Creek Indian War, 1836. 

Small pistol of Col. John Crowell, first member of Congress 
from Ala., presented to him by Deringer, the inventor and 
maker. 

Pistol used in the Mexican War by James Cantey, later briga- 
dier-general, C. S. A. 

Walking cane of Gov. Benjamin Fitzpatrick. 

Walking cane of Col. Thomas J. Judge. 

Gold and silver heads of the walking canes of William L. 
Yancey. 

Dueling pistol of William L. Yancey. 

Small writing case, carried by William L. Yancey on his 
European mission in 1861. 

Sword cane, original owner unknown. 

Sword and sash of Samuel Adams, colonel of the 33rd Ala- 
bama regiment, C. S. A. 

Sword of Robert H. Abercrombie, colonel of the 45th 
Alabama regiment, C. S. A. 

Small leather trunk carried through the War between the 
States by Lieutenant-Colonel D. W. Baine, 14th Alabama reg- 
iment, C. S. A. 

Old cannon, made of hoop-iron prior to 1861. 

Old cannon, made from the axle of a steamboat wheel at 
Columbus, Ga., about 1865. 
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VII. ALABAMA WAR RECORDS. 



COMPILATION 01^ ROSTERS. 

* 

The Department is charged by the act of establishment with 
'*the duty of making special effort to collect data in reference to 
soldiers of Alabama in the war between the States," and "to 
cause the same to be prepared for publication as speedily as 
possible." It was felt that next to the current business of the 
Department, the compilation, for publication, of the records of 
Alabama troops was of the very first importance. In the per- 
formance of this duty, the Director has labored diligently. 

Fortunately for the more speedy and successful accomplish- 
ment of the ends desired. Congress, on Feb. 25, 1903, enacted : 

"That under the direction of the Secretary of War the Chief 
of the Record and Pension Office shall compile, from such offi- 
cial records as are in the possession of the United States and 
from such other authentic records as may be obtained by loan 
from the various States and other official sources, a complete 
roster of the officers and enlisted men of the Union and Confed- 
erate armies." 

This work when completed will correlate the "Official Rec- 
ords" of the War (documentary material), already issued in one 
hundred and twenty-eight large books. 

Publication having been undertaken by the War Department 
has relieved Alabama of this task, at least for the present. 

Acting with commendable promptness the Secretary of War 
addressed a communication to the governors of the several 
States in which he announced the readiness of his Department 
to proceed at once with the compilation, and inviting the co- 
operation of States, societies and individuals. He also reques- 
ted the designation of some official or Department to have 
charge of the work in each State. In response Hon. William 
D. Jelks, the Governor, promised the full and earnest co-opera- 
tion of Alabama. 

He appropriately committed to the Department of Archives 
and History the task of collecting the data desired in reference 
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to Alabama soldiers. The Director has been in communication 
with the Chief of the Record and the Pension Office, and all 
rosters, rolls, data and memoranda in the possession of the 
State will be loaned for the use of the work. 

The correspondence below will serve to further explain the 
proposed compilation : 

Secretary Root to the Governor. 

War Department, 
Washington, March i6, 1903. 

The Governor of the State of Alabama^ 

Montgomery. 

Sir : There is a very general desire on the part of the surviv- 
ing participants of the great struggle in which the country was 
engaged from 1861 to 1865, and on the part of the descendants 
of those who have passed away, for a publication that shall be 
accessible to the general public and shall show the names of 
those who, either as officers or enlisted men, bore arms for the 
Union or for the Confederacy during the great war. In the 
opinion that this desire is one that should be gratified, and that 
can be gratified, in great measure at least, by compiling and pub- 
lishing, as a continuation of the publication known as the "Offi- 
cial Records of the Union and Confederate Armies," a complete 
list or roster of the officers and men who served in those armies 
during the civil war, this Department recommended at the last 
session of Congress the enactment of a law authorizing the 
compilation and preparation of such a roster for publication. 
That recommendation was followed by the enactment of a pro- 
vision of law, which is embodied in the Legislative, Executive 
and Judicial Appropriation Act approved February 25, 1903, 
and which is as follows : 

[Here is given the law as set forth above.] 

The Department is prepared to enter at once upon the work of 
making the compilation thus authorized, and to push it to com- 
pletion as rapidly as possible. There will be little or no difficul- 
ty in making the Union part of the roster complete, but there 
will be great difficulty with regard to the Confederate part 
because of the incompleteness of the collection of Confederate 
records in the possession of this Department. It is of the first 
importance, therefore, that no effort shall be spared to secure 
the temporary loan to the War Department, for the purpose of 
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copying, of any and all authentic Confederate records that can 
be found anywhere. Many of these records are in the posses- 
sion of the various States and it is hoped will be made readily 
accessible, but there are others that are widely scattered among 
historical memorial associations and private citizens. The prob- 
lem of how to find and procure the loan of these scattered rec- 
ords is a difficult one, but is one that must be solved in order 
that the Confederate soldier shall receive the full credit that is 
due him in the roster that is to be compiled. 

I earnestly invite your co-operation with the Department in 
an effort to make this compilation as ne'arly complete as it is 
possible to make it, and I shall be glad to have the benefit of 
any suggestions that you can make as to the manner in which 
that end can be best attained. The work will be in the immedi- 
ate charge of Brigadier General F. C. Ainsworth, Chief of the 
Record and Pension Office of this Department, and I beg leave 
to suggest that, if the plan herein outlined meets your approval, 
you designate some official of your State to communicate with 
him relative to the details of the work and the steps to be taken 
in the furtherance of it. 

Very respectfully, 

(Signed) Elihu Root, 

Secretary of War, 

General Ainswobth to the Dikectob. 

Re:cord and Pe^nsion O^^ice, 
War Department, 

Washington City, March 30, 1903. 
Hon. Thomas M. Owen, 

Director of the Department of Archives and History, 

Montgomery, Ala. 
Dear Sir: I am gratified to learn, through a letter from 
Governor Jelks to the Secretary of War, dated March 28, 1903, 
that you have been designated to co-operate with the Depart- 
ment in the effort to make the recently authorized roster of 
the officers and men of the Union and Confederate Armies 
as nearly complete as it is possible to make it, so far as Ala- 
bama troops are concerned. 

A considerable collection of the rolls of Alabama Confederate 
organizations is nowi in the possession of this Department. While 
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that collection does not by any means show all the names of the 
officers and men who were in the Confederate service from Ala- 
bama, and while it does not show the complete military histories 
of those whose names it does show, it is hoped that the list of 
names and the histories of individual officers and men can be 
made much more nearly complete by record evidence obtainable 
from' other original rolls that may now be in the possession of 
the State of Alabama, or of historical societies, memorial asso- 
ciations and individuals of Alabama and other States. 

The legislation authorizing the compilation of the roster is 
construed by the Department to restrict it, in making the com- 
pilation, to the use of original records made during the war 
period, and to preclude the use of printed or manuscript copies 
or compilations made subsequently. For this reason, and in 
order that there shall be no ground for doubt as to the accura- 
cy of the proposed roster, the Department will be unable to 
use in the compilation any of the rosters that have heretofore 
been published, but must in all cases seek the original records 
upon which those rosters were based. 

You will readily see that, in order that the compilation now in 
progress shall be as nearly complete as it is possible to make it, 
it is essential that the War Department shall obtain the tempor- 
ary loan, for the purpose of copying, of any original official 
rolls, lists or other documents that show the names of Confed- 
erate officers and men and that are nowi in the custody of State 
officials, historical or memorial associations, public or private 
libraries, or that are in the possession of private citizens. 

It is impracticable for the War Department to communicate 
V. ith the various holders of these scattered records, and conse- 
quently the Department must rely upon each State to collect, 
by loan or otherwise, such records of its own or other Confed- 
erate organizations as may be obtainable within the State, and 
to for.va^xl the collection when completed to this Department, 
by which the records will be copied and returned to the State 
with the least possible delay. Of course, the express charges 
incident to shipping records to and from the State will be de- 
frayed by the Department. 

Permit me to suggest, if the plan herein outlined meets with 
your approval, that you take such steps, through the public 
press and otherwise, as you may deem to be advisable and prop- 
er to give the plan wide publicity, and to enable you to gather 
together all original Confederate records that can be collected 
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in your State by loan or otherwise. 

If it occurs to you that a different plan from that indicated 
herein should be adopted, or if during the progress of the work 
you can make any suggestion tending to facilitate or improve 
it, you will confer a favor upon the Department and myself 
by advising me freely and fully with regard to your views. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) F. C. Ainsworth, 

Brigadier-General, U. S. A., 
Chief Record and Pension Office. 

NARRATIVE HISTORIES OR HISTORICAL SKETCHES OF ALABAMA 

COMMANDS. 

The proposed compilation of rosters, as will be noted, is 
limited to the personnel, or to the individual records of soldiers, 
compiled from official sources. Historical or descriptive 
sketches will form no part of the work. The wisdom of such 
exclusion is apparent, but the narrative histories of the several 
commands are nevertheless important and demand considera- 
tion. Therefore, the Department has in preparation a series 
of narrative histories or historical sketches of the several or- 
ganizations of troops from Alabama in the War, 1861 to 
1865. The commands to be embraced in the series are regi- 
ments, battalions, batteries, and companies which were never 
parts of larger organizations. 

Alabama nobly responded to every call at all stages of the 
unequal struggle, and her soldiers from Manassas to Appomat- 
tox have left an honorable record of noble endeavor and heroic 
achievement. From 1861 to 1865 there were raised in the 
State and mustered into her own or into the Confederate ser- 
vice, over two hundred regiments, battalions, batteries, and 
separate companies of militia, reserves and home guards. 

Histories of about one-tenth of the commands have been 
secured, and arrangements are being made for the preparation 
of the remainder. 

It is the earnest wish of the Department that all sketches be 
prepared by surviving participants if possible. There are 
many reasons why this is the desirable course. A sketch pre- 
pared by a participant will be more vivid and realistic, the de- 
tails, the individual incidents, and the deeds of personal daring 
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will be more surely presented, and the nice adjustment and rela- 
tion of events will be more carefully preserved. 

The sketches are intended to present a full narrative of the 
entire operations of the particular command from organization 
to surrender, and where practicable, in accordance with the 
following outline : ( i ) Brief account of the movements lead- 
ing to organization ; (2) Brief accounts of the formation of the 
several companies, and of their officers, and the formation of 
the regiment, battalion, or battery; (3) First field and staff, 
with brief sketches; (4) Equipment; incidents of first service, 
and esprit de corps; (5) Brief accounts of the several battles 
in which engaged, sufficient to show generally the part played 
by the particular command therein, with special mention of 
deeds of daring, bravery, losses, etc. ; (6) Prison life and inci- 
dents; (7) Recruiting; (8) Camp incidents; (9) Subsistence; 
(10) Religious tone; (11) Numbers enlisted and casualties; 
(12) Surrender and return home. No rolls are to be given in 
the narrative. 

Each sketch will be illustrated, as far as possible, by con- 
temporary camp scenes, groups of officers, and pictures of the 
members of field and staff, and some of the line officers. 

The Department has a full collection of all printed material, 
and also all existing manuscript materials in official reposi- 
tories, bearing upon the history of Alabama soldiers. These 
materials are available for the use of all who may wish to assist 
in completing the series, as well as all others who may desire 
to consult them. 

FLAGS. 

Special effort has been put forth to locate and obtain all 
flags, banners, guidons, markers or emblems, carried or used 
by commands from Alabama in the Confederate States Army. 
Placed in the keeping of the Department these interesting relics 
will be sacredly and carefully guarded and preserved, alike to 
the generosity of the donors, and to the glory of the brave 
soldiers of whom they are everlasting memorials. 

Almost every company, battalion, regiment and brigade had 
its flag. As is well known many of these were captured, and 
are now in the War Department at Washington, or in the 
custody of northern States, or of museums, or of historical 

(36) 



Alabama War Records. 37 

societies. Many, however, were saved, and by loving and 
jealous hands have been preserved through the passing years. 
Some have drifted into local collections, or into the keeping of 
camps of Confederate Veterans, or of chapters of the Daugh- 
ters of the Confederacy. 

The number secured so far is not large, but others are prom- 
ised. A catalogue is in preparation showing the location and 
custody of all known to be preserved. 
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VIII. DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE 

IN REFERENCE TO THE HISTORY 

AND RESOURCES OF THE STATE. 



The diffusion of knowledge in reference to the history and 
resources of the State has proceeded with as much thorough- 
ness as has been possible with the limited means at command. 

The Department stands ready to respond to every proper call 
for assistance on any and all subjects connected with Alabama 
or its history. This assistance already given has taken a great 
variety of forms, some of which are (i) supplying war rec- 
ords, (2) transcribing documents, (3) verification of historical 
references, (4) response to inquiries in reference to books, 
ancestral data, archaeological data, and for pamphlets and 
official documents, (5) consultation by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the United Daughters of the Confeder- 
acy, and other patriotic societies, etc., etc. 

The history of Alabama is a long record of achievement and 
endeavor; and its resources are wonderful in richness, variety 
and extent. The attempt has been made to widen the infor- 
mation of the people, not only of Alabama, but of those beyond 
our borders, in respect to these things. Hundreds of official 
and other documents have been distributed, and special assist- 
ance has been given several of the great libraries of the country 
in completing sets of Alabama material. In this way students 
who resort thither will have the opportunity of using Alabama 
experiences and examples in their researches and studies. In 
addition to this, whenever public men or others have been in 
need of Alabama documents, or official or other publications, 
an endeavor has been made to supply them. 

To render the usefulness of the Department greater for the 
future, all Alabama documents, papers, reports, bound books, 
bulletins, and other publications which can be located, are being 
collected and preserved. Too little attention has been paid 
these heretofore, and numbers have been destroyed. The col- 
lections thus made will be invaluable when the people of the 
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State are aroused to the important character of such material, 
and attempt to make up complete sets. 

The newspapers of the State have been sympathetic and 
cordial, and several historical contributions, prepared under 
Department direction or suggestion, have appeared in their 
pages. 

In order to give greater publicity to the operations of the 
Department, and at the same time to thereby bring public atten- 
tion more directly to its needs and character, a column was 
conducted by the Director in the Sunday issue of the Montgom- 
ery Advertiser J beginning with the number for July 28, 1901. 
At the first of each month classified lists of the donations for 
the preceding month were published. These served as public 
acknowledgement to donors as well as to indicate to others, 
who had gifts, what were desired. The column contained 
notes on Department work and plans, as well as a variety of 
historical papers. It was discontinued with the issue for April 
13, 1902, owing to the number of demands on the time of the 
Director. 
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IX. ENCOURAGEMENT OF HISTOR 
ICAL WORK AND RESEARCH. 



The interpretation of the duty of the Department in refer- 
ence to the encouragement of historical work and research has 
been broad and liberal. An attempt has been made to arouse 
greater interest in the subject of history itself, by means of 
lectures, press noter., informal conferences and by correspon- 
dence. The value of history in schools has been pointed out 
to teachers and students, and the importance of accurate and 
impartial text-books has been urged. The preparation of 
local, church and family histories, and historical studies in 
special subjects has been encouraged, and every assistance has 
been afforded, not only in suggestions and criticism as to form 
and methods of preparation, but also in supplying materials. 

The Colonial Dames, the Sons of the Revolution, the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution, the United Confederate 
Veterans, the United Daughters of the Confederacy, the United 
Sons of Confederate Veterans, and all other patriotic organiza- 
tions have been materiallv aided. The Director is the chair- 
man of the historical committee of the Alabama Division, 
United Sons of Confederate Veterans, an associate member of 
the historical committee. United Daughters of the Confederacy, 
and an adjunct member of the historical committee. United 
Confederate Veterans. He is also the secretary of the Society 
of the Sons of the Revolution in the State of Alabama, and has 
been diligent in his efforts to locate Revolutionary relics, and 
the graves of all soldiers of the Revolution buried in the State. 

Interest in the Alabama Historical Society has been earnest- 
ly fostered, and the Director, who is its secretary, is also the 
editor of its Publications, Much substantial work in local his- 
tory has been accomi^lished by the Iberville Historical Society, 
Mobile, the Tennessee Volley Historical Society, Huntsville, 
and tlie Old St. Steuben^ Historical Society, St. Stephens, in 
all of which the Dcijartment has been a valuable coadjutor. 

Students everywhere are invited and urged to use the De- 
partment collections, and every facility is extended in their 
researches. Special invitation has been extended the great 
American Universities to make use of the Department material. 
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In meeting the full measure of its responsibility, the Depart- 
ment has projected plans for the development of sundry special 
activities, not embraced in those heretofore described. These 
may be summarized as the commemoration of historic events 
or anniversaries, the acquisition of historic places or localities, 
the erection of monuments, the marking of historic sites or 
houses, mound exploration, co-operation with societies and 
other institutions engaged in historical, literary, library or kin- 
dred work, and the encouragement of State support in behalf 
of historical enterprise. 

BICENTENARY OF THE FOUNDING AND SETTLEMENT OF MOBILE, 

JANUARY, 1902. 

At the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees, Oct. i, 1901, 
a resolution was adopted instructing the Director to aid "in 
all practicable ways the bicentennial celebration of the found- 
ing of Mobile by the French in January, 1702." In obedience 
thereto, as soon as the movement was projected by the Iberville 
Historical Society looking to the celebration of this historic 
event, the Director visited Mobile, took part in the meetings, 
served on committees, and otherwise aided in the work as far 
as he could. The celebration took place in Mobile, January 22, 
and at the old site of Fort Louis de la Mobile, January 23, 
1902. The exercises on each day were successful in every 
detail and reflected great credit on the officers and members 
of the Iberville Historical Society, and the citizens of Mobile. 
The leading spirit in the whole movement was the president of 
that Society, Petor J. Hamilton, Esq. After the celebration 
Mr. Hamilton secured a donation of the land, twenty-five feet, 
sq.iare, surrounding the monument at Twenty-seven Mile 
T^liiff, from John M. Ladd, Jr., Ella H. Ladd, Kate H. Ladd, 
and Frank M. Ladd. Under date of May 10, 1902, Mr. Hamil- 
ton transmitted the deed, properly recorded, to his excellency, 
the Governor, who in turn filed it with the Department. 
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ACQUISITION OF HISTORIC PLACES OR LOCALITIES. 

It accords with an enlightened and grateful sentiment to res- 
pect the evidences of the former aboriginal occupation of the 
State, and to venerate the scenes of the exploits of her people 
in arms, or the place of occurrence of some historic event, or 
the spot where the great ones of the State first came into ex- 
istence or where they sleep the last sleep. There are many 
places in Alabama which are famous by association with some 
such incident. Lists of these have been made, and if possible 
they are to be obtained, either by donation or purchase. When 
secured it is probable that some of them may be preserved and 
beautified as public parks, while others will be merely marked 
in some permanent manner. 

ERECTION OF MONUMENTS^ AND THE MARKING OF HISTORIC 

SITES OR HOUSES. 

There are many points and places of great historic interest 
in the State, not included in the class just named, and which 
should be durably marked in some suitable way, either by a 
memorial stone, mural or other tablet, with appropriate in- 
scriptions. Such monuments or memorials will become "object 
lessons in local history.'' The actual marking of such points 
or places properly belongs to local authorities, or societies, or 
public-spirited citizens. The part of the Department therein 
is limited to necessary investigation into the history of the 
place, or the occasion, or the event to be commemorated or 
marked. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS. 

Archaeological investigation in Alabama has heretofore been 
substantially "limited to ignorant search for treasure or to the 
spasmodic digging of the seeker after relics." In order that 
further work might be conducted under intelligent direction 
and in order to bring into State custody the results of all future 
mound examination, to the Department was appropriately com- 
mitted "the direction and control" of "the exploration of pre- 
historic and Indian mounds and other remains existing in the 
State." A systematic plan of exploration has not yet been de- 
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veloped. Additions are, however, being made to the lists of 
prehistoric works noted in the Report of the Alabama History 
Commission (1901), pp. 358-366, and preliminary inquiries 
are being made looking to future field work. Only the most 
thorough and scientific investigations will be conducted. 

REPORT OF THE ALABAMA HISTORY COMMISSrO^^ 

In 1901 Vol. I of the Report of the Alabama History Com- 
mission was presented to the Legislature and published in an 
octavo volume of 447 pages. All of the investigations of the 
Commission were not included in this volume, and a second 
was authorized, as follows, viz: 

"He shall prepare for the press, contract for and supervise 
the publication of volume two of the Report of the Alabama 
History Commission, the said volume to be similar to volume 
one of said Report as to printing, paper and binding, and to be 
paid for out of the public printing fund to be available after 
October i, 1901. 

This additional volume is to contain the results of the 
investigations of the Commission into the character and extent 
of the county records of the State. It has not yet been pub- 
lished, owing to the necessity of more extended investigations 
into the records of the counties. 

CO-OPERATION WITH SOCIETIES OR INSTITUTIONS ENGAGED IN 
HISTORICAL^ LITERARY, LIBRARY^ ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

AND KINDRED WORK. 

The activities of the Department have not been limited to 
local effort. Through the membership of its Director in his- 
torical, literary, library, archaeological and other societies, co- 
operation has been extended in the accomplishment of their 
aims and objects. While attending their meetings and partic- 
ipating in their proceedings and discussions the Director has 
not only been able to give help to others, he has also received 
valuable hints and suggestions which have been utilized in his 
Department work. It is felt that Alabama should be a real part 
in shaping the larger affairs of the day. Some of these soci- 
eties are the American Historical Association, the American 
Library Association, the National Geographic Society, the 
United Sons of Confederate Veterans, and the Sons of the 
Revolution. 

(43) 



44 Department of Archives and History. 

STATE SUPPORT FOR HISTORICAL WORK. 

In the renaissance of interest in history and historical work 
and enterprise in the South, the Department has done what it 
could to increase that interest and to give it proper shape and 
direction. It is but natural that it should urge the establish- 
ment of similar departments in other States. Hundreds of 
copies of the act of establishment have been distributed, and 
sympathetic response has been made to numerous inquiries 
concerning its plan of administration. 

It is gratifying to reflect that Mississippi, just one year 
later, followed the lead of Alabama by the passage of an act, 
practically similar in all respects to the Alabama law. The rvlan 
has been endorsed by the United Sons of Confederate Veterans, 
and by various patriotic organizations, newspapers and educa- 
tors in Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and Virginia. Several of these have taken steps 
which will ultimately result in the establishm.ent of departments 
for their States. 
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XL THE DEPARTMENT WORK AS 
VIEWED BY HISTORIANS, STU- 
DENTS AND OTHERS. 



Although of recent establishment, the Department has at- 
tracted very general notice from historians, students and 
others interested in the class of work which it has undertaken. 
Its plan of administration instantly commanded the attention 
of thoughtful observers. The collections which have been 
brought together have elicited admiration and commendation. 
Some of the complimentary views recently received will be 
read with interest, pride and encouragement by all Alabamians. 

commendatory notices. 

Dr. Charles H. Haskins^ professor of history^ Harvard 
University^ and corresponding secretary of the Aj/ji.ri- 
CAN Historical Association^ Cambridge^ Mass. : 

The showing of Alabama in such matters ought to stimu- 
late all other States, north as well as south. 

Dr. Wm. a. Dunning^ professor of history and political 
science, Columbia University, N. Y. : 

It has been the greatest possible pleasure to me to come per- 
sonally into contact with you and your associates in the way 
of Southern historical development. 

Dr. George B. Adams, professor, Yale University^ New 
Haven^ Conn..: 

Thank you for the papers about the Alabama Department 
of Archives and History. I want to add my written congratu- 
lations to the oral ones that I made you lately on the good work 
that you are doing for the future in your State. I wish these 
interests in every State were as well organized and in as good 
hands. 

Mr. William Beer, librarian, Howard Memorial Libra- 
ry, New Orleans, La., in the Montgomery Advertiser, 
July 27, 1904 : 

The Archives of Alabama are in charge of Thomas M. 
Owen, who must have been specially created for the work, 
which he does so well. In the short time since the creation of his 
office, he has filled to overflowing not only those places allotted 
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